v.]      OF THE NORTH-EAST TURKISH FRONTIER.     161

And what will there be In the end thereof? The
destiny of this new frontier nation, of this Turkoman
rejuvenescence, may be one of three. Either they may
be, as many others have been, stamped out altogether,
and effaced by the uniformity of Russian supremacy
and ^despotism. This, though hardly probable, is
possible : Eussia does advance in Asia, and means to
advance; that she covets, earnestly covets, the very
lands over which we have now been travelling is, in
spite of all esoteric and official denials, a certain fact;
whether she will be allowed to attempt their incorpora-
tion into her vast dead territories, and whether, if
allowed, she will have strength to do it, were hard to say.
Overrated by some, underrated by others, her resources
are, for all accurate conception, practically unknown. But
thus much can be said for certain: if she succeeds it
will be in an evil hour for Asia; perhaps for other
countries also. Or, by a different course of events,
the Ottoman Government, already not wholly unaware
of the formation process now going on near its frontier,
may, by a wise skill, attract to itself the yet fermenting
elements, and gain for its empire an almost impregnable
barrier, not of fortresses but of men and mountains,
against Russian encroachment and the fraudulent rivalry
of Persia. Should the rulers of Constantinople, re-
nouncing, for this district at least, the fatal policy and
pseudo-centralization of their later Sultans, honestly
and in good faith recognize the nnalienable authority
of the native nobility, legalize their titles, confirm or
restore the land-tenures, and, by a properly organized
militia commanded by its natural leaders, confer the
defence of the soil on those with whom its defence
is a present and personal interest, they may in their
turn rely on numerous and devoted subjects, on all
the advantages of free labour, and, in case of war, on
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